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If a drunk driverveeredonto a sidewalk killing 10 people and injuring 16 his auto insurance

policywould typicallypaydamages awardedto the injured parties in a lawsuit

But if the driverwas found to have driven into the pedestrians intentionally as Alek

Minassian is alleged to have done with a rentedvan inApril 2018 the insurance providers

could argue that no payout is required Alternatively they might offer a reducedpayout ofas

little as 200 000 the statutoryminimum for coverage no matter how much the driver

was insured for and that amount wouldbe shared amongthe manyvictims
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pedestrians on April 23 killing lo people and injuring another 16 COLE BURSTON
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With the first ofseveralexpected lawsuits against Minassian and the van rentalcompany

nowfiledwith the court experts say the victims of the Yonge St rampagemaybe deniedthe
J
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benefits they wouldhave received in a typical collisioncase tyky
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ile insurancepolicies cover most vehicularconduct ifyou intentionally injure someone j
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withyour car it does not provide coveragebecause insurance is not intendedto cover g
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intentionalcriminalwrongdoing said personal ingury lawyer Darcy Merkur u
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Merkur has filed a 6 mil1iondollarlawsuitagainst Minassian and the rentalvan company tss
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on behalfofAmir Kiumarsi who was severely and permanently inlured in the incident tu
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The lawsuitalleges Minassiandeliberately drove into Kiumarsi and the otherpedestrians or q
Q

that his negligence resulted in him driving into the pedestrians It also alleges the rental j
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r tcompany Ryder Rental Truck CanadaLtd was negligent in allowing Minassian to rent and t

drive the van yj
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kCase ofYonge St van attack suspect Mek Minassian heads straight to Superior Court
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Who is Alek Minassian the man accused in the van rampage bal
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TI was like howdid he get a van Inside the life ofMek Minassian the Torontovan rampage t
suspect no one thought capable of murder
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None ofthe allegations in the statement ofclaim havebeen tested in court and no statements
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fence have been filed Minassians lawyer in the civil case did not respond to a request Lio de

g
for comment Minassians criminalcase is ongoing and a trialhas not yetbeen scheduled
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In awrittenstatement Ryder spokespersonAmyFederman said the companys position
g

l ted Ryder van towhich has not been tested in court is that Minassian used a proper y ren
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commit premeditated and intentional acts
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Federmansaid Ryder follows the industrybest practices for security and has cooperatedwith ttI

the investigation into an incident it views as Tunforeseeableand senseless t f
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Tfultimately the question is who pays for my innocentclients damages if anyoner said
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Kiumarsis own insuranceprovider is also listed as a defendantin the lawsuitbecause if the jtt

other insurance providers only end up paying a fractionofwhatKiumarsi is awarded his own
rl

insurance couldcover the rest Merkur said t t
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t have their oma auto insurance in a difficult
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They maybe able to obtainsome moneyfrom the Wlast resort Motor Vehicle Accident t
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Claims Fund operatedby the province but that amount wouldbe capped he said 6
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Merkur says one argument that the plaintiffs maypursue is asking the court to treat each t
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person injured as a separate incident allowing them to eachbe entitledto 200 000 rather jyt
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than having to divide that amount 4
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WYou take the horrorof this experience ofbeing injured in the van attack and then you tell E
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them fBy the way all of those things youd be eligible to recover if this was a normalaccident y
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arentavailableto you Itsjust veryhard to explain that to accidentvictims Merkur said htk
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tjiErik Knutsen a Queens University lawprofessor specializing in insurance law said the k
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differencebetweenMinassians case and othercriminaldriving offences such as impaired
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Jt tLdriving or dangerous driving is the apparent intent to harm ht
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ingury lawyer whose firmwillbe representing threeplaintiffs in lawsuits against Minassian
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which have not yet beenfiled But that drunk driverdidnt intend to injure or kill someone j
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This makes Minassians defence in the criminalcase and the outcome of the case
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particularly important to the civil lawsuits
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It also raises the question ofwhether it is time for the provincial government to increase t

minimumstatutorythird party coverageto Slmillion the minimumamount offeredby j
tjjggll

most insurance companies now says personal injury lawyer Joseph Campisi
y
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WThe damage that can be caused in a single accidentcan easilybe in excess of 200 000 t7

ltMaybe now is the time to think about changing that to be in linewith toda s expectationsy

said Campisi who is not involvedin the Minassiancase
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Alyshah Hasham is a Toronto based reporter covering crime and court Follow her on Twitter alysanmati tir Iiij tty
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