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POTENTIAL FOR WILDFIRES RISE IN MUCH OF U.S.
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Wildf i res  are  ra mping up ear ly  this  season,  with  more than 3 0,000 f i re s  cons u ming
over  1 .5  mi l l ion acres  a cros s  the  United States  a lready.  The unus u al ly  inte nse le vel
of  act iv i ty  this  ea r ly  in  th e  s ea son has  pushed the Nat ional  Interage nc y  F ire  Center  to
raise  the  nat ion's  preparedness  le vel .    

Read More >> >

CLIMATE CHANGE COULD CONTINUE TO DESTABILIZE BUILDINGS

Was i t  a  black swan  e vent  o r  a  canar y  in  a  coal  mine?  President  of  Ri skFootpr int
Albert  S lap spea k s  on  the tra g i c  col lapse of  the  Champlain  Towe rs  South Condo and
how cl imate  cha nge in  a lready  ha rsh coastal  environments  should be  a  wake -up cal l
to  tho se in  hig h - r is k  a rea s .    

Read More >> >

FOX NEWS TO LAUNCH WEATHER TV

Fox Weather  wi l l  launch later  this  year  as  a  24-hour  streaming ch annel .  Not  to  be
outdo ne,  the  Weath er  Ch ann e l  announced the creat ion of  i ts  ne w streami ng ser vice,
Weather  Channel  P lus . 

Read More >> >

MANY STRUCTURES IN THE U.S.  ARE IN NATURAL DISASTER HOTSPOTS

A ne w study explo r in g  th e im pacts  of  natural  hazards  l ike  tornadoes ,  earthqu akes,
f loo ds,  or  wi ldf i res  reports  that  5 7 % of  structures  in  the  contigu ou s US are  s i tuated
in  “natural  d isaster  hots pots ,”  a reas  mapped by  the team where  th e probabi l i ty  of  a
natural  hazard e ven t  was  with i n  the top 10%.    Read More >>>

TEMPEST NEWSLETTER FEATURE UPDATE

Tempest  Weather  Sy stem owners  who subscr ibe to  the  Tempest  Ne ws lette r  emai l
have l ikely  not iced a  ne w feat ure.  We are  adding weather  data  f rom you r  Tempest
into  the ne wsletter,  in clu ding  high/low temps and precipitat ion totals  for  th e
pre vious  month.  I f  you ha ve a  Tempest  that  has  been up and ru nni ng for  at  least  1
mon th but  you do n ot  see  this  feature  in  your  emai l  ne wsletter,  p leas e contact  us!

https://www.wsj.com/articles/potential-for-significant-wildfires-is-above-normal-for-a-growing-share-of-the-u-s-11625262957
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/national/expert-cautions-climate-change-could-destabilize-more-buildings/2021/06/27/b740dc7a-2385-467d-863d-6967c7e3cc30_video.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/06/business/media/fox-weather-channel-plus.html?utm_campaign=tempest_news&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=2&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9ulnzP_cYeL5TUOH3pZ22VzGF5qdOsDs7cuSE2FbvsopyxGuu4GrIArH3wdfK8zIZIH6dcrBYfSC2BPD0jGBN2p4sGSg&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/06/210623091230.htm
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. . .w ith Mike Olb inski,  just  your  t ypical  storm-chasing,  wedding photographer. 


When Emmy-winn in g ,  storm-ch asing photographer  Mike Olbinski  i s  not  watch ing his
favor ite  team,  the  Pho en ix  Suns,  you can f ind him roaming th e Central  Plai ns ,
chasing storms  a n d his  n ext  p hoto  opportunity.  His  t ime -lapse f i lms and ph otographs
are  truly  epic ,  an d h is  work  h as  a ppeared e ver ywhere,  f rom ads  for  A l lstate,  Audi ,
and BMW, to  La mbo rgh ini  commercials  and e ven Thor  2! 


Olbinski 's  chasing  s ea s on ru n s  Ma y through July,  and for  the  rest  of  the  year,  he
photographs weddings .  We me et  him on zoom after  he  had just  retu rne d from
chasing with  his  k ids  in  Nebra ska .

Q: I  SEE A LOT OF MARVEL ACTION FIGURES BEHIND YOU ON THE SHELF. IS
THAT AN EMMY NEXT TO IRONMAN?

A:  Yeah,  that  is  th e  Emmy I  won fo r  my work with  Channel  3 ,  a  local  stat i on.  The y do
a mon so on special  e ver y  yea r  a nd asked for  a l l  of  my footage .  We  won the  Rock y
Mountain  Emmy,  and J im Ca ntore  (  a  legend!)  d id  a  v ideo announci ng th e two
stat ions  that  won.  Th at  pa rt  wa s  real ly  cool .  I 've  ne ver  been more proud of  what  I  do
than when I  got  to  kn ow J im  Cantore.

Q: HOW DID YOU GET INTO STORM CHASING AND WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY?

A:  I  ne ver  kne w sto rm  ch as in g wa s a  thing unt i l  11  or  12  years  ago w he n I  stu mble d
upo n the show Storm Chasers  on  the Discover y  Channel .  I  th o ugh t ,  'OMG!  Pe ople  do
this? '  I 've  been fa s cin ated with  l ig htning s ince I  was  a  l i tt le  k i d  and a  bolt  struck
near  o ur  house.  I t  wa s  so  b r ight-  i t  was  mind-blowing.  From the re ,  I  fou nd out  that
peo ple  chase thes e th in g s ,  a n d I  started going further  and fu rthe r.  I  starte d chas ing
more ser iously  in  2015 an d began doing workshops and tours.

https://www.mikeolbinski.com/
https://go.discovery.com/tv-shows/storm-chasers
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I  got  into  photo gra ph y  at  th e  s ame t ime.  I  would spend hours  o n Wunde rground
lookin g at  people's  l ightning ph otos.  Then,  one night ,  I  went  ou t  on th e stre et  to
wait  for  a  storm.  I  ha d a  cra ppy po int-and-shoot  camera,  but  I  actu al ly  got  a  good
shot .  I  came h o me a nd to ld  m y wife  that  I  needed a  DSLR camera.  So we  s old  a  ton of
box sets  of  DVD s o n eBay  an d u sed the funds to  buy a  camera.

Q: HOW DOES YOUR WIFE FEEL ABOUT THE STORM CHASING?

A:  Gina (my wife)  is  total ly  o n boa rd.  She's  the  greatest .  She gave me  one  of  my best
l ines!  I  had to  spea k  at  a  b ig  industr y  e vent  and was pretty  ner vous .  She  told  m e to
lead with,  " I  have to  co nfessio n.  My name is  Mike,  and I  love  bi g  kaboobs "  (wh at  we
cal l  dust  sto rms) .  The whole  ro om burst  out  laughing,  and I  use d th at  l ine  for  the
next  f ive  years!

I  love  to  be  home an d ch i l l  wit h  my family,  so  in  many ways,  storm chasi ng i s  the
opposite  o f  who I  a m.  I  recentl y  took the k ids  chasing with  me  to  get  the m  out  of  my
wife's  hair.  We f le w to  D en ver,  c hased in  Nebraska for  two day s,  and i t  was  an
adventure.  I  love  ta k ing  them  w it h  me.  For  the  most  part ,  the y  are  s afe r  w ith  m e
because I  understand th e s i tuat ion.  I  would ne ver  put  them in  danger.  And th e y  enjoy
it .  The y l ike  to  b e  on the road and eat  junk food,  and we got  a  l i fetime of  memories .

Q: HOW DOES A PERSON LEARN TO CHASE? IS THERE SOME STORM CHASING
SCHOOL OUT THERE?

https://www.instagram.com/mikeolbinski/
https://www.instagram.com/mikeolbinski/
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A:  Nobody real ly  ta u ght  me.  I  learned on my own and through fr ie nds .  A  lot  of  people
sha re  information ,  bu t  ult imately  you learn by  doing.  The f i rst  cou ple  of  t imes I  went
out  with  a  f r ien d who  k n ows a  lot  about  meteorolog y and was able  to  h elp  a  lot .  But
over  the  years  I  got  mo re experience by  being out  there.

Q: WHAT EQUIPMENT DO YOU USE?

A:  I  have a  weather  stat ion at  my  house for  fun.  But  not  on my  ve hi cle .  I  h ave  a
dashcam,  but  I 'm so  fo cused on t ime -lapse with  my cameras  that  I  s h oot  w ith  2  or  3
at  a  t ime — two  are  t ime la psing.  I  had a  drone at  one point ,  but  I  can't  m anage  al l
that .  A lso,  my iPh on e 12  sho ots  such good qual i ty  in  wide -angle  mode ,  you can
almost  see  the whole  s upercel l ,  where  i t  was  impossible  before.

Q: I  HAVE TO ASK: ISN'T IT SCARY?

A:  I  do get  scared i f  a  sto rm  is  ver y  c lose.  I ' l l  get  in  the  car.  I  probably  s hould h ave
been hit  o n e t ime I  wa s  o n a  dr y  la ke bed.  I  drove onto i t  for  a  mi le .  The  storm  was  in
al l  d irect io n s  aro un d me,  and I  wa s  the highest  thing.  The storm bui l t  u p over  my
head an d dropped a  l ig htn in g b o lt .  Then another  bolt  h i t  40-50  fe et  be hi nd me.  I
thought :  'What  a m I  do in g?  I  ha ve three tr ipods on my truck on a  f lat  lake bed?! '  So I
huddled up in  the  ba ck  o f  the  truck and let  my cameras  do the  work .  I  got  two
spectacular  bolts  o n  ca mera .  Pl us,  I  got  the  top of  the  l ightn ing bolt  that  was  over
my head.  That  wa s  rea l ly  cree py,  t hough.  I t  could've  been my last  sh ot .  Th at  though t
st i l l  f reaks  me o u t .

Q: BUT ISN'T WHAT YOU DO HARDER THAN JUST CHASING STORMS
BECAUSE YOU ARE ALSO CAPTURING SUCH DRAMATIC PHOTOGRAPHS OF
THE STORMS?

A:  I 'm n ot  a  meteo rolo g ist  o r  sc ient ist .  I  know what  condit ion s  I  want  to  chase  in  and
I  have certain  l imits .  I ' m gen e ra l l y  further  away from rain  and hai l .  I  don't  put  m ysel f
in  those potent ia l ly  more da n gerous  s i tuat ions.  I  pr ior i t ize  t he  photos ,  t i m e -lapse ,

https://tempest.weatherflow.com/cs/c/?cta_guid=fda70043-8029-458a-aa21-037b10cc1c9b&signature=AAH58kHxjLzcH5Qup0t8PmUzUSOI4Z8PXQ&pageId=50252230170&placement_guid=fbdc4d90-5430-4895-96de-596d5305bd13&click=f15c56d9-4f85-41ec-81b0-61e74266f8b3&hsutk=089361299e6e6da765dc7f76d7d37315&canon=https%3A%2F%2Ftempest.weatherflow.com%2Fjuly-2021&portal_id=6825839&redirect_url=APefjpF_ePekCa_MkBzDgA8r-aiefhI7mXuw8KCeYyIYmAaxw6GN1DYCNh_E_OW1g_E7T8nAyHCDixcVGWL1SvY4R58mGyCj7irKBq9hauH78AKpys__0xhyHx1j4cA1-rxTR1chvkIfOfgjn-AGx8ATgGxLejKgpg5EF2gcfbrAk8df6TjNgc1zhUDnManpPQt77TnDqrLhjNvFaHAvT2LkjyxQkb3ajEUQSu-eKUdIXeHL_N9Lqnebk6BgbtSbsKDM_zzsaLmFZ4ZEHgdFeiIoKwIhoa8bvA&__hstc=43829626.089361299e6e6da765dc7f76d7d37315.1616172104326.1625770308167.1625778611931.314&__hssc=43829626.2.1625778611931&__hsfp=1593227189&contentType=blog-post
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and art .  That 's  what  I  love.  My  s ki l l  comes in  knowing where  to  posi t ion and plan for
the best  shots  a nd f ind g reat  fo regrounds.  That 's  where  I  exce l .

Q: WHERE IS YOUR FAVORITE PLACE TO CHASE?

A:  I  l ike  chasing in  Colorado a nd Kansas  because the y are  f lat ,  open,  and gre en with
gr idded roads.  Oth er  areas  l ike  Oklahoma can get  hi l ly  and I  l ike  f lat  foregrounds
when I 'm chasing sto rms .  I  do n't  want  trees  in  my way because  I  want  to  se e  wh ere
the l ightnin g lands.  A  lot  o f  m y  fo otage gets  used in  nature  sh ows ,  mu s ic  v i deos,  and
mov ies.  I f  I  have a  tree  in  the  middle  of  the  shot ,  i t  might  be  u n usable .  So,  for  th e
most  part ,  I  str ive  fo r  c lean foregrounds and horizons.

Q: HOW DO ALL THESE SHOWS AND VIDEOS FIND YOUR FOOTAGE?

A:  I 'm represented by  a  cu rated stock footage agenc y website,  Film Supply .  Me  and
Dustin  Farrell ,  wh o  do es  s low-motion l ightning,  are  the  only  people  o n F i lm Supply
with  storm footage.  I t 's  h igh-qua l i ty  stuf f,  and the y l icense my work to  e ver ybody.

Pearl  Jam fo und m e thro ugh  f i lm supply  and took a  bunch of  photos  of  Ar izona
l igh tn ing.  The co ol  thin g is  th at  t he y  used one of  my shots  

in  a  pro mo  where  th e y  were  a l l  on stage,  i t  was  pitch dark  an d al l  you  could s ee  was
my l ightnin g beh in d them.

Q: WOULD YOU SAY THAT MOMENT OR BEING IN THE SECOND THOR FILM
WAS A CAREER HIGHLIGHT?

A:  People  know me ma inly  for  th e  t ime -lapses  in  the  Thor  mov ie .  I  love  havi ng an
Emmy,  but  I  st i l l  th ink Th or  is  the  coolest  because I  love  superheroes  and Mar vel  and
comics.  Other  th a n  Lord of  the  Rings,  Mar vel  is  the  greatest  movi e  f ranch ise  e ver.
And to  have foota ge as  pa rt  of  t hat  histor y  of  the  Mar vel  Univers e  i s  incre dible .  I  wish
it  would've  been a  better  mov i e  -  i f  i t  was  Thor  Ragnarock ….. I  wou ld be goi ng nuts ! !
Kidding:)

D O W N L O A D  . P D F
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