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WEALTH TRANSFER RESEARCH AND 
YOUR MINISTRY 
Researchers John Havens and Paul G. Schervish from the Center 
on Wealth and Philanthropy (CWP) at Boston College updated 
research they conducted on wealth transfer in 1999. The facts 
estimated $59 trillion will be transferred from 93.6 million 
American estates from 2007 to 2061, the greatest wealth transfer 
in U.S. history. These transfers will be divided among heirs, 
charities, estate taxes, and closing costs. 

Total gifts to charity during the study period will be vastly 
greater, emphasizing that lifetime giving, accelerated giving, and 
charitable bequests are forms of  giving that charities should 
invite donors to use. 

• The study estimates that lifetime giving will yield an
additional $20.6 trillion for charity from 2007-2061.

• This study reveals a 12% increase in a “give while you live”
trend since the authors’ 1999 study.

• People aged 65-79 are forecast to transfer $10 trillion, or
17%, of  the total wealth transfer to charity and family in the
form of  accelerated transfers.

Bequests tie a donor closer to a charity, increase lifetime giving, 
lead to wiser charitable planning, and may ultimately lead to 
bequests greater than initially planned. 

The most important finding in the study is the continued, 
abundant, and growing financial capacity for philanthropy. 
Channeling these resources into charitable outcomes will allow 
ministry organizations to make the greatest historical inroads to 
bless the world through generosity. 

ASSOCIATE COUNSELOR TIMOTHY PULS  
Rev. Dr. Timothy Puls enrolled in the Foundation’s Gift Planning training in 2015 to explore 
advanced leadership experience. Tim’s professional goal was to further his skills as a Mission 
Advancement Officer in support of  Concordia Theological Seminary (CTSFW), Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. As a part of  the course, Puls completed his guided field experience with the objective of  
completing at least two gift plans. Since he received both classroom and coaching experience with 
the LCMS Foundation staff  experts, his outcome has been nothing short of  astonishing!

Puls has identified at least 21 prospective donors expressing interest in charitable planning. Many 
of  these completed gift plans are valued at more than $3.8M in reportable gifts including gift 
annuities and charitable trusts. His work resulted in increased support from CTSFW’s donors. 
Since Puls has adeptly introduced the benefits of  charitable planning to CTSFW supporters, he 

Timothy Puls

The Foundation’s Pooled Income Fund commingles 
gifts from participating donors, invests in a diversified 
portfolio, and distributes the income proportionately 
among the individual donors for the life or lives of one or 
more beneficiaries living at the time of the transfer. The 
rate of income is variable and not guaranteed.  
(See page 3 for more information.)

INVESTMENT  corner CONFERENCE  announcement

continued on page 2

The Associate Gift Planning Conference will be held 
October 17-19 in St. Louis, Mo. Registration information will 
be in the next issue.



RESOURCES  
IN A BOX

The Foundation believes ministry-
specific planned giving promotions are 
more effective than general resources. 
Using familiar images and local contact 
information reinforce the direct 
relationship and provides a convenient, 
more accessible position for the 
ministry. All Foundation materials are 
customizable for specific ministry use. 
The marketing team can work with you 
to create a custom production based off  
a current resource, or one completely 
from scratch. Pictured are a few 
promotions, including a custom piece 
for the Michigan District. 

A PROMISE OF OPPORTUNITY IN 
GIFT PLANNING
Being a faithful steward of  God’s blessings is a lifetime ambition of  
discipleship. Our promise helps thousands of  faithful donors annually provide 
for their families and support ministries that God’s Holy Spirit has disposed 
them toward. 

When Christian people establish their Lifetime Plan for GivingTM, God-given 
resources are leveraged through generosity. The grace of  giving contributes 
towards achieving financial security while preserving estate assets for heirs  
and ministries.
 
Working with ministry associates, we promise to help people create a Lifetime 
Plan for Giving that:
• best fits financial needs
• desires to provide for family and ministries. 
• links to strategic endowment and charitable trust and investment support 
• allows ministries to participate on the state-of-the art split-interest 

charitable arrangements and custodial services 
• enables people to seize charitable opportunity costs for LCMS Christians. 

With free training in gift planning and stewardship opportunities, we can 
help you, no matter what your age or financial circumstance, plan and direct 
your passion to give to family and all ministries of  the church today, to bless 
tomorrow and exalt Christ forever. 

Please contact Philip.Meinzen.@lfnd.org or phone  (800) 325-7912 Ext. 1695 
for more on training in gift planning and stewardship.

BEST PRACTICE:  
LISTENING TO UNCOVER AND 
ILLUMINATE CHARITABLE INTENT 
Our Lifetime Plan for Giving process is demonstrating miraculous results. 
Nationally, planned gifts in the US pipeline across all charities range from 
$40,000-$80,000. Donors served by LCMS Foundation gift planning 
counselors pipeline average over $240,000. 

The difference rests on the donor-specific nature of  the inquiry process used, 
which helps Christian stewards discover the gift plan placed in their heart  
at baptism. 

By actively listening to a donor’s wishes and financial situation, we can present 
scenarios that are specific, personal, and powerful. 
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has accentuated his serving to his Advancement department and strengthened 
the seminary’s mission. Further, his efforts have and will continue to produce 
outcomes that match the desires of  generous stewards. 

Puls continued from page 1
®



Gifts of  real estate can be wonderful 
gifts. Wayne Sell, Senior Trust 
Administrator with the LCMS 
Foundation offers these pointers  
to support both donor and  
ministry recipient(s). 

First, determine the property 
description, type and location. Next 
identify whether a direct gift is best, 
or if  donors desire income or other 
benefits from the transaction.  
Then identify the property and its 
estimated fair market value, calculating 
the donors’ cost-basis, and checking if  it 
is free of  debt and estimated time and  
expense considerations. 

Determine if  the gift involves an entire 
or an undivided interest, then carefully 
evaluate environmental conditions 
and collect tenant information. A 
qualified appraisal is required if  the 
donor intends to deduct the gift for tax 
purposes. Finally, we want to work with 
the donor and recipient ministry(s) on 
how these transactions work.

If  you have a donor interested in gifting 
real estate, please contact Wayne.Sell@
lfnd.org or phone (314) 996-1620 with 
any questions you may have.

REFLECTIONS ON GIFT PLANNING 
IN THE LCMS AND REPORTING

SEND YOUR DONORS THE BEST 
GIFT OPPORTUNITY IN 2017!

“From where I sit,” said Allen Helms, Senior Vice 
President of  Gift Planning, “I see an increase in 
Lutheran Christians who are identifying their heart’s 
desire for generosity. As they learn how to realize their 
desire through an effective plan, they are increasingly 
receptive to reviewing charitable plans that will have an 
impact for generations on the people they love and the 
ministries they cherish. Having someone to guide them 
in putting their plan for generosity in place can make a 
significant positive impact for these faithful stewards. 
That’s our role as Gift Planning Counselors.”

During the period of  July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017, Allen’s team of  Gift 
Planning Counselors assisted LCMS donors in reporting $106.2 million in 
future gifts to ministry.
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PROCESSING 
GIFTS OF  

REAL ESTATE
Allen Helms

This year may be one of the best times for your donors to 
make a substantial gift to your ministry, receive income 
payments for life, and get a significant tax benefit.  
But time is limited for this opportunity.

Why only 2017?

Earlier this year, the Foundation established a pooled 
income trust fund, the first new one in many years. Due 
to how the IRS calculates deductions for gifts to these funds, the 
initial year typically offers the highest opportunity for a charitable deduction 
by far. That is because the deduction for gifts to a new fund is based on as 
assumed valuation rate provided by the IRS, rather than a rate based on the 
fund’s own net income earning experience.

We are happy to answer any questions you or your donors may have and
provide rates and illustrations specific to every situation. Both cash and
appreciated securities are acceptable assets for gifting.

Again, there is a limited time to receive what is anticipated to be the most
attractive available charitable deduction for your donors with this new
pooled income trust fund, so please contact us soon!

Learn more about Pooled Income Funds on our website by clicking here.
You may also contact our marketing department for a free packet of
promotional brochures (800-325-7912 ext. 1681).

http://www.lcmsfoundation.org/gift-planning/gift-types/

