
God has blessed us abundantly. We respond in love by serving Him 
and sharing our earthly blessings with others. Just as we are responsible 
managers of God’s blessings all through our lives, we are also to practice 
good stewardship in the way we distribute our earthly blessings when He 
takes us home to heaven. How can we put a responsible plan in place that 
makes the very best gifts at the end of our earthly lives to the family we love 
and those ministries we cherish? Where do we begin?

The LCMS Foundation offers assistance through a spiritual stewardship 
process called the Lifetime Plan for GivingTM. This planned giving 
journey incorporates personal, financial, stewardship and estate planning 
goals that can provide benefits to you and your heirs while also multiplying 
and strengthening those ministries you care about. The Lifetime Plan for 
GivingTM process and a trained LCMS Foundation gift planning counselor 
can assist you in determining how to best provide for your heirs while also 
making a lasting impact on ministry, encouraging stewardship principles 
in your children, maximizing assets, giving gifts over time, providing tax 
benefits and much more. Which generosity plan is the best one for you?

This guide explains some of the more common gift planning instruments 
and their benefits for family and ministry. If you have specific questions, 
please contact me for a personal illustration and I will answer any questions. 
The LCMS Foundation provides professional charitable giving expertise and 
services at no cost. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely,

Allen Helms 
Senior Vice President 
Gift Planning Services 
800-325-7912, ext. 1684 
Allen.Helms@LFND.org

Dear Friend, Generosity Plans 
for Family & Ministry

1333 South Kirkwood Road
Saint Louis, Missouri 63122-7295

Main Office: (800) 325-7912
www.LCMSFoundation.org

Make your ordinary assets 
an extraordinary blessing!

Bequest
A future gift to help your favorite LCMS ministry. 

A bequest is one of the easiest planned gifts.

The Details
You can leave a gift to ministry by including a bequest in your will or trust. 
Property that passes through a beneficiary designation (such as individual 
retirement accounts) can be left by designating the ministry as a beneficiary.

Specific Asset Bequests
Many bequests transfer a specific item or dollar amount to a beneficiary. 
“I give $10,000 to the Trinity Lutheran Church Endowment Fund, undesignated.”

Bequest of a Percent of the Remainder
A fractional amount or percent of what is left of the estate may be  
transferred to ministry. “I give 50 percent of the remainder of my estate to  
the Trinity Lutheran Church Endowment Fund, undesignated.”

Bequest of a Percentage of an Asset
You may bequeath or devise a percentage of a particular asset. “I give 50 percent 
of the proceeds of my insurance policy to Trinity Lutheran Church Endowment 
Fund, undesignated.”

The Need
Many people want to 
give to ministry but are 
unable to donate property 
during their lifetime. 
For example, you may 
have property that will 
be needed during life to 
cover living expenses or 
rising health care costs.  
You may benefit from 
donating this property 
through your estate.

The Solution
You can retain 
ownership and use 
your property during 
your life and benefit 
ministry when you 
pass away.

The Benefits
Gift to Ministry 
The ministry receives 
cash or property.

Tax Deduction 
The amount given to 
ministry is not subject 
to federal estate tax or 
capital gains taxes.

Flexible 
You are able to use and 
control your property 
during your lifetime.

Charitable 
Gift Annuity

You make a gift and receive fixed,  
lifetime payments for one or  

two individuals.
The Details
A charitable gift annuity (CGA) is a contract between 
you and the Foundation. In exchange for a gift of cash 
or property, the ministry agrees to make fixed payments 
to you for the remainder of your life. These payments 
can also be designated for a second individual, such  
as a spouse.

Payout Rate
Your gift annuity payout rate is based on your age. 
Check with us to see what your payments could be.

Taxation of Payments 
A portion of your gift annuity payments could be tax 
free. The remaining amount of each payment is taxable 
at ordinary income tax rates and some portion could be 
taxed at capital gains rates.

Timing
A gift annuity contract can begin making payments 
immediately (a current gift annuity) or you can begin 
receiving payments at a future date (deferred gift annuity) 
in exchange for a higher payout rate.

The Need
You want to make 
a gift to ministry 
at death after 
receiving  
fixed payments 
during life.

The Solution
You and the 
Foundation enter 
into a charitable 
gift annuity 
agreement.

The Benefits 
Fixed Payments 
for Life

Tax-Free 
Payments 
A portion of each 
payment may be 
tax free.

Rates by Age 
Payout rates are 
based on your age 
at funding.

Tax Deduction 
You will receive a 
federal income  
tax deduction.
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