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Bible Study One – Corporate Stewardship

Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.  Therefore, maturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all they do!

1.
We are in this together!  (1 Corinthians 12:1-31)


Verse 4:  “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.”
Verse 7:  “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.”

Verse 11:  “All these [gifts] are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as He determines.”

Verse 12:  “The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body.”

Verse 14:  “Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.”

Verse 20:  “As it is, there are many parts, but one body.”

Verses 24b-25:  “But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.”
Verse 26:  “If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.”

Verse 27:  “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”  

Reflections on any or all of the passages above?

2.
What would our stewardship look like if all of us realized that we are part of a larger body (congregation, district, national Synod) and wanted to practice stewardship that is pleasing to God and beneficial for His work among us?

How would our members be supportive of our congregation through the giving of:


TIME?


TALENTS?


TREASURE (FINANCIAL RESOURCES)?

3.
In The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod we have structured ourselves into 6,151 congregations, 640 circuits, 35 districts with one headquarters and 31 partner churches around the world.  If our congregation would be fully mindful of its part of the larger body of Christ, how would our congregation be supportive of its ministry “at home” and “at large” through the giving of:


TIME?


TALENTS?


TREASURE (FINANCIAL RESOURCES)?

4.
What would the relationships and responsibilities to each other look like if all 2,463,747 baptized members (1,880,213 communicants) lived out the reality that we are the body of Christ and in this work together?

Individual members – individual congregations – individual districts – national synod?


National synod – individual districts – individual congregations – individual members?

5.
Some LCMS Statistical Information (2004 figures)
· 2,463,747 baptized and 1,880, 213 communicant members
· 6,151congregations
· $1,307,764,010 contributed to congregations
· $121,800,000 (about 9.3%) contributed by congregations for work beyond their immediate communities
· 5,323 pastors
· Average weekly worship attendance 168.9
· 32,851 children baptized
· 25,325 teenagers confirmed
· 19,153 adults confirmed
Reflections/comments on the above statistics?
6.
St. Paul wrote the following to the Corinthian Christians:  “I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.  For in him you have been enriched in every way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge—because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.  Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift s you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus to be revealed.  He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.” (1 Corinthians 1:4-10)


If Paul were writing to our congregation today would he say the same thing?  

Why or why not?

7.
Closing thoughts and prayer
