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Author: John H. Miller Jr. 
 

 
 

   John H. Miller Jr. started collecting coins in Florida in 1981. He has gone  

  on to complete many coin series from Indian and Lincoln Cents, to Peace  

  and Ike Dollars.  

    In 1999 while trying to locate a 1909 S VDB cent, he was introduced to  

   the Cherrypickers Guide and a 1909 DDO-1 cent. From that day on he has  

   studied everything he can about varieties and errors. 

    In 2001 he located a 2000 Wide AM cent in change from a local Publix  

   supermarket. This was the start of the collection that helped to create this  

   CD-ROM. 

    John has won awards from F.U.N. and the ANA for his exhibits and from  

   CONECA for an article he wrote. He was a member of the U.S. Mint  

   Numismatic Forum in Philadelphia in 2016. He is a Member of  FUN,  

  ANA (Florida State Representative),CONECA (Florida State Representative),    

  The Ocala Coin Club (Recording Secretary 2016-2021), and the Lincoln Cent  

  Forum. 
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Why take the time and view this CD-ROM? 

What is it that you can possibly learn from it? 

  Imagine today you go into one of your favorite coin shops. While  

  looking at the Indian Head cents you ask to see a  1859 cent.  

   As you start to examine the coin you flip it over and there you see a   

  shield ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ά¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ  

  supposed to be there. The shield reverse was created to be used in  

  муслΣ ƴƻǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ мурфΦέ 

                    

    What you would have just found is a special error coin called a Transitional  

  Die Coin, which is a subset of a Wrong Die coin. Most of these special  

  1859 cents with the 1860 shield reverse have been found and are quite  

  valuable. However They could still be out there. There are quite a few coins  

  that can be found that used either Wrong Dies or Transitional Dies. These  

  coins can be found today in circulation or ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜŀƭŜǊΩǎ inventory for  

  the same price as a standard coin. On this CD-ROM we will be looking at  

  several of these coins and seeing what makes them different. By  

  learning this information you may be able  to locate them for yourself.  
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Now lŜǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ and terms that may  

                 help us to understand some of these varieties. 

   WORKING HUBS: These are steel rods with the images of the coins just as you   

  would see them normally, raised up. The working hubs create the working dies  

  by using the hubbing process.  
 

   THE HUBBING PROCESS: The working hub is pressed into a cone shaped blank  

  rod using a high pressure press. This will create a working die. Before 1997 this  

  step had to be done multiple times in order to get the design onto the die deep  

  enough. After 1997 this process was done with a special super high pressure  

  press that only needed one pressing to create the working dies. 
 

    WORKING DIES: Also a steel rod, but the coin images are sunk into the rods and   

  backwards. This will allow the coin's metal to fill in the image to have a raised    

  design on the coin after being  struck. The working die is what is actually used to  

  make a coin. At the end of each year the face of these dies are ground down to  

  cancel out the die. New working dies are made each and every year. 
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   BUSINESS STRIKE DIES: These working dies are used to make business strike  

  coins, the coins we see and use during everyday exchanges. They will strike a  

  standard quality, common looking coin. There is no special treatment of these  

  dies. They are the work horse for the United States Mint. 

                    
 

  PROOF DIES: These working dies are specially produced and polished to be  

  used for proof coins that are then sold to collectors. The proof coins have a  

  mirrored field with frosted devices and are produced to render a more attractive  

  coin. Sandblasting and polishing the proof dies are what helps to produce this  

  special coin. Great care is taken to protect these dies from being damaged. 

   Sometimes the design elements used on proof coins are slightly different than  

  business strike dies. 

                     

                    NOTE: These proof coins were photographed to highlight the  

               frosted devices. Proof coins have a mirrored shiny field. 
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WRONG DESIGN DIE COIN:  A coin where the dies that struck the coin were 
               not intended to have been used together on that coin by the Mint. 

 Example: A cent with a business strike obverse die and a proof style reverse die. 

                                     

 

   When discussing Wrong Die Coins we will limited them to coins that are not       

  transitional, those will be listed separately. Wrong Die Coins almost always affect  

  the reverse, and usually are proof dies used on business strike coin. These dies  

  were never polished so they have the same look as a standard business strike  

  coin, but they have the design elements of the proof dies. There can be from  

  one die to many dies that will make these coins. For this reason the coins made  

  from these dies are harder to find and usually more valuable than normal coins. 

   The coins and Bill in this list we will look at are:  

           1998 P, 1999 P, and 2000 P Cents                                 1998 S and 1999 S Proof Cents 

           1969 P and 1970 P and 1970 D Dimes                          1956 P to 1964 P Quarter Dollars  

           1969 D to 1972 D Quarter Dollars                                 1958 P and 1959 P Half Dollars  

           1959 P Half Dollar Doubled Die Reverse                      1964 P Proof Half Dollars 

           1971 D Dollars                                                                   1972 P Dollars  

           1995 FW Dollar Bill 
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        TRANSITIONAL DESIGN DIE COIN: A coin struck with a die that the Mint  
          intended to be used, before or after the year on which that coin was struck. 

              Example: A 1859 obverse die with a 1860 reverse die on a cent. 

                          

             
   Transition Die Coins are by far the rarest coins on this list. They were almost  
  always made by only one die. For this reason not very many were made in 
  comparison to the Wrong Die Coins. The value for these coins is higher on  
  average than on the Wrong Die Coins. 
 
   These coins are named by using the year the coin is made, then the words  
  "Reverse of " and then the year of the transition. 
  EX:  1859 Reverse of 1860 Cent 
  

  The coins in this list are:  

          1988 P and D Cents                 1989 P and D Cents (possible) 

          1992 P and D Cents         1972 P and D Nickels (possible) 

          1964 D Quarter Dollars           2008 W Burnished Silver Eagle  

                                                 

 

   As you can see this list is much smaller than the Wrong Die Coin list. Most  

  collectors will covet and pay a heavy price to own a mint state example of  

  any of these coins. 
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MID-YEAR DIE CHANGE COIN:  A denomination that in one year had 
                 at least two different designs that the mint intended for use.     

                  Example: The 1909 Indian Head and Lincoln Cents. 

                                               

   Mid Year Die Changes happen quite often. Quite a few are listed in  

  the Red Book(see the 1909 cents or the dimes of 1916). Most of the  

  time it is just the mint changing a design, however sometimes the  

  reason is a flaw on the die. This flaw will prompt the Mint to make a  

  minor adjustment after the start of the yearly run of coins. For the coins  

  in this set, from a few dies up to more than half of all the dies produced  

  would be Mid Year Die Changes. Very few of these coins carry a  

  premium, however some people still want both the normal die,  

  and the Mid Year Die Change coins in their collections. 

       The coins in this list are:    

              1909 P VDB Cents           1909 P and S Cents 

     1939 P, D, and S Nickels            1982 P and D Nickels 

              1964 P, D, and Proof Dimes      1968 S Proof Dimes 

     1956 P Proof Half Dollars          1964 P, D, and Proof Half Dollars 

     1972 P Dollars            1979 P Dollars 
 

                The way the Mint intended to use or not use the dies is 

                    how to tell which definition you are talking about.   

  bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎΧΦΦLǘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƛƴǎΦ 
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CƛǊǎǘ ǳǇ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŎƻƛƴΦΧΦΦ 

The Fascinating CENT.          

                 

 Lincoln:             

 

 

 1)  The first regular coins made by the U.S. Mint. 

 2)  Large size (1793-1857) and Small size (1857-crrent). 

 3)  Has been made with 5 different compositions: Copper,  

      Copper Nickel, Bronze, Steel, Copper Plated Zinc. 

 4)  Made continually from 1793 till current except for 1815.    

 5)  The Lincoln cent obverse is the longest running coin  

       design ever:  105+ years. 
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                                  1909 P VDB Reverse of 1909 and Reverse of 1910 

1909 P Reverse of 1909 and Reverse of 1910 

1909 S Reverse of 1909 and Reverse of 1910 

                       

    Most Coin Collectors know about the 1909 P VDB, 1909 S VDB, 1909 P, and the  

  1909 S. However for each of those coins not counting the 1909 S VDB there is a  

  Reverse of 1909 and a Reverse of 1910.  

    We can see the shape of the N in UNITED, mainly the cuts where the diagonal  

  line meets both Vertical lines. There are a few other differences but they are not  

  as easy to spot. These include the squareness of the edges of the E, the inside  

  triangle of the A and the center of the M in AMERICA.  

   Even though there is no price difference to each coin, and they are not well  

  known, You could put together a set of ALL 1909 cents. There would be 9 coins. 
 

   Indian head: 1909    Lincoln: 1909 VDB reverse of 1909 

                          1909 S                             1909 VDB reverse of 1910                      

                1909 S VDB reverse of 1909 

                      1909 reverse of 1909 

             1909 reverse of 1910 

             1909 S reverse of 1909 

             1909 S reverse of 1910 

 

 


