
An international banking institution needed to perform an 

internal audit of email communications to identify potential 

FCPA violations.

Brainspace
Case Study: Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) Audit

80%
Reduction in FCPA Compliance Risk 

$Millions
in Avoided Regulatory Fines

“Brainspace has proven to 
be the perfect solution for 
corporations needing to 
perform periodic audits for 
FCPA compliance .”
 
– Customer

RESULTS

By leveraging Brainspace to develop a consistent and efficient process to 

proactively detect fraudulent activity, the client was able to dramatically reduce 

regulatory risk and and avoid costly government fines.  The client now has a proven 

self-policing audit process that ensures they remain in compliance with the Foreign 

Corrupt Practices Act.

CHALLENGES

•	 Review over 7 million emails with mixed languages for FCPA violations

•	 Violators obfuscated conversations with code words

•	 Auditors were not trained on investigative analytics platforms

 SOLUTION

Using a description of potential fraudulent activity provided by one of the internal 

auditors, the client was able to quickly identify FCPA violations by leveraging 

Brainspace’s Transparent Concept.  Concept Search provides a simple and powerful 

method for exploring topics of interest across large volumes of unstructured data.  As 

suspicious emails were identified, auditors built additional Concept Searches using key 

blocks of text from each communication.  Additionally, the auditors took advantage 

of Brainspace’s Communication Analysis visualization to identify additional persons 

of interest.  The Comm Analysis is an interactive network communication graph that 

allows you to quickly understand who was communicating with whom as well as their 

level of participation in the conversation. The auditors agreed that the Brainspace 

interface was highly intuitive allowing users to gain valuable insight into their data 

within the first few minutes.
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