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Amazing April for AuctionsPlus Cattle Market
April 2021 may very well go down as the crest for the 15-month run up in cattle prices, with the 31% jump in supplies for the month matched by unprecedented demand. Underpinned by the continuation of the excellent seasonal conditions in eastern Australia, average prices for the month were up for more than half of the AuctionsPlus reported categories – with the largest monthly rises across the lightest steer and heifer lines.
With the very heavy and widespread rain late in March maintaining the seasonal momentum in the southern states, it was the much-needed rain through previously very dry regions of central and northern Queensland that gave the overall cattle market an additional boost. The long-awaited rain had Queensland producers withholding stock from the market, removing one of the limited net-selling regions of cattle in eastern Australia in 2021. 
There were 88,037 head of cattle offered exclusively through AuctionsPlus in April, an increase of 31% on the previous month – which was impacted by logistical issues in late March due to the heavy rain and flooding in many regions. While the Easter period may have impacted sales in the early weeks of the months, this was more than offset by the steady flow of cattle in the second half of the month, many of which would have entered the market in late March if not for access issues. However, this influx of supply had very little impact on price, as buyers pushed the market higher.
Almost 38% of all cattle offered online through April were young steers, at 33,181 head, while heifers made up 30%, with 26,200 head. For the lightest category, steers less than 200kg, prices for April averaged 15% higher on the previous month, at $1,070 head – as many buyers looked long and hard for quality light lines. Similarly, the lightest heifer category averaged 18% higher on the previous month. 
Steers 280-330kg was the largest single category for the month, with the 12,855 head offered recording an 81% clearance rate. The category averaged $1,628/head for the month – up 2% on the previous month and 32% on the corresponding period in 2020.  Heifers at the same weight range averaged $1,502/head – up 3% on the previous month and 34% on last year.
Restockers maintained the demand for suitable breeding stock throughout the month, with the 12,599 head of PTIC heifers offered averaging $2,314/head – up 1% from March and 35% from April 2020. Indeed, all breeding categories were up year-on-year, ranging from 17-37% higher, with the largest annual increase registered by cows with CAF, at $3,192/unit. 
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Classification OfferedClearance Apr-21 Mar-21 Apr-20 Low High Average

    Last monthLast Year

Steers

less than 200kg

1,172 90% 1,070 928 899 15% 19% 336 815 597

200.1-280kg

9,675 87% 1,455 1,439 1,120 1% 30% 293 935 590

280.1-330kg

12,855 81% 1,628 1,595 1,237 2% 32% 221 937 537

330.1-400kg

6,758 77% 1,709 1,731 1,324 -1% 29% 232 557 476

400.1+kg

2,721 82% 1,942 1,952 1,557 0% 25% 287 503 443

Heifers

less than 200kg

910 93% 1,141 968 787 18% 45% 449 709 623

200.1-280kg

8,841 85% 1,363 1,342 963 2% 42% 326 879 548

280.1-330kg

9,330 73% 1,502 1,458 1,119 3% 34% 264 854 498

330.1-400kg

4,497 87% 1,638 1,674 1,291 -2% 27% 345 602 457

400.1+kg

2,622 92% 1,861 1,882 1,536 -1% 21% 318 524 427

Breeding Stock

SM heifers

3,856 86% 1,419 1,549 1,208 -8% 17% 289 562 441

PTIC heifers

12,599 68% 2,314 2,283 1,717 1% 35% 247 800 520

SM Cows

310 88% 1,592 1,710 1,315 -7% 21% 284 377 329

PTIC Cows

4,651 80% 2,366 2,281 1,848 4% 28% 275 765 404

NSM Cows

553 99% 1,682 1,996 1,440 -16% 17% 263 475 332

Cows CAF

3,005 81% 3,192 2,969 2,328 8% 37% 358 999 617

Cows SM CAF

2,371 77% 2,716 2,644 2,212 3% 23% 347 840 580

Cows PTIC CAF

173 100% 3,310 3,639 2,653 -9% 25% 538 921 653

% Change

Feb 21 actual ¢/kg lwt
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		Classification				Offered		Clearance		Apr-21		Mar-21		Apr-20								% Change										Low		High		Average

		   																				Last month		Last Year								Feb 21 actual ¢/kg lwt

		Steers

		less than 200kg				1,172		90%		1,070		928		899								15%		19%								336		815		597

		200.1-280kg				9,675		87%		1,455		1,439		1,120								1%		30%								293		935		590

		280.1-330kg				12,855		81%		1,628		1,595		1,237								2%		32%								221		937		537

		330.1-400kg				6,758		77%		1,709		1,731		1,324								-1%		29%								232		557		476

		400.1+kg				2,721		82%		1,942		1,952		1,557								0%		25%								287		503		443



		Heifers

		less than 200kg				910		93%		1,141		968		787								18%		45%								449		709		623

		200.1-280kg				8,841		85%		1,363		1,342		963								2%		42%								326		879		548

		280.1-330kg				9,330		73%		1,502		1,458		1,119								3%		34%								264		854		498

		330.1-400kg				4,497		87%		1,638		1,674		1,291								-2%		27%								345		602		457

		400.1+kg				2,622		92%		1,861		1,882		1,536								-1%		21%								318		524		427



		Breeding Stock

		SM heifers				3,856		86%		1,419		1,549		1,208								-8%		17%								289		562		441

		PTIC heifers				12,599		68%		2,314		2,283		1,717								1%		35%								247		800		520

		SM Cows				310		88%		1,592		1,710		1,315								-7%		21%								284		377		329

		PTIC Cows				4,651		80%		2,366		2,281		1,848								4%		28%								275		765		404

		NSM Cows				553		99%		1,682		1,996		1,440								-16%		17%								263		475		332

		Cows CAF				3,005		81%		3,192		2,969		2,328								8%		37%								358		999		617

		Cows SM CAF				2,371		77%		2,716		2,644		2,212								3%		23%								347		840		580

		Cows PTIC CAF				173		100%		3,310		3,639		2,653								-9%		25%								538		921		653
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