
Cattle prices average 30% higher year-on-year through February

The Australian cattle market sustained its historically high level throughout February, with 
average prices for most categories considerably higher than the same period in 2020. While a 
few stock categories did ease slightly in value from January, the relatively small decrease in 
prices needs to be kept in context, especially when compared to the prices and seasonal 
conditions from the same period last year. Overall demand for the month was driven by 
producers competing fiercely for suitable young cattle, while rebuilding intentions placed a 
floor through the proven and assessed joined females.

With four uninterrupted weeks of sales, the number of cattle offered exclusively through 
AuctionsPlus jumped 74% on the previous month, to 78,146 head. Even with the large 
increase in supplies throughout February, the unrelenting demand from buyers ensured prices 
remained firm, reinforcing the level of confidence in the market.

Listings for the month were dominated by Queensland, who offered 43% of total numbers. 
The surge of listings from the state was largely a result of northern producers selling into the 
demand from southern restockers, as the record prices proved too lucrative, especially with 
seasonal conditions remaining marginal through large swathes of Queensland. The poor wet 
season for early 2021 has meant dry conditions have forced many producers to make 
alternative selling options, cashing in on eastern state demand. This was highlighted by the 
1,500% increase in listings month on month from Northern Queensland for February, along 
with a 159% increase from the same period last year.

www.auctionsplus.com.au
(02) 9262 4222
info@auctionsplus.com.au

AuctionsPlus Pty Ltd ABN 73 072 403 984. The purpose of this publication is for information only and is not intended to be relied upon for commercial purposes. 
AuctionsPlus does not accept responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the contents and disclaim all liability, including liability for negligence and for any loss, 
damage, injury, expense or cost incurred by any person directly or indirectly as a result of accessing, using or relying on any of the contents of this publication.

Rainfall since Oct 20 
Source: Australia Bureau of Meteorology



Classification Offered Clearance Feb-21 Jan-21 Feb-20 Low High Average
   Last month Last Year

Steers
less than 200kg 1,202 94% 972 800 843 22% 15% 390 841 610
200.1-280kg 7,683 89% 1386 1,384 1,060 0% 31% 339 882 564
280.1-330kg 5,802 91% 1548 1,597 1,226 -3% 26% 384 831 510
330.1-400kg 6,708 80% 1716 1,727 1,409 -1% 22% 338 548 474
400+kg 2,490 78% 1927 1,894 1,625 2% 19% 296 605 437

Heifers
less than 200kg 2,349 75% 916 981 737 -7% 24% 397 915 581
201-280kg 8,455 80% 1237 1,301 905 -5% 37% 363 754 511
281-330kg 4,604 74% 1,467 1,503 1,106 -2% 33% 361 655 484
330-400kg 5,219 80% 1646 1,668 1,266 -1% 30% 311 621 455
400+kg 2,049 86% 1865 1,768 1,453 6% 28% 348 565 419

Joined females
SM Heifers 3,079 79% 1,667 1,676 1,079 -1% 30% 316 662 468
PTIC heifers 13,398 72% 2351 2,377 1,802 -1% 54% 325 769 505
SM Cows 235 48% 1385 1,328 4% 257 338 296
PTIC Cows 4,477 71% 2268 2,238 1,764 1% 29% 276 676 395
NSM Cows 336 90% 1609 1,657 1,239 -3% 30% 282 325 299
Cows CAF 2,374 64% 2757 2,788 1,691 -1% 63% 270 717 534
Cows SM CAF 5,370 74% 2789 2,872 2,101 -3% 36% 319 797 564
Cows PTIC CAF 547 95% 3,730 2,679 2,744 39% 33% 454 934 653
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Light steers under 200kgs were in high demand for the very limited 1,202 offered - 
resulting in a 94% clearance rate for the month. Prices increased by 22% from last month, 
to average $972/head. In comparison, the same heifer category resulted in an easing 
market trend, falling 7% - to average $916/head for the 2,349 head offered. All other steer 
categories were steady on last month, with no significant price movements. Feeder heifers 
on the other hand rose 6% on last month, averaging $1,865/head for the 2,049 offered. 
This may be an indication that restockers are looking to heavier weight heifers with the 
intention to trade as a joined unit, either being PTIC or cow and calf unit, as the demand 
and prices received for joined cattle continues to be extremely enticing. 

A feature of the market has been the sustained demand for heavy heifers, both joined and 
unjoined, as herd rebuilding dominated buyers’ intentions. For February, PTIC heifers 
averaged 30% higher than the same period in 2020, at $1,667/head, with the 13,398 head 
offered making it easily the largest reported category for the month.

The cow market also remained steady with most stock categories firming on last month. 
The only price movements to report were for PTIC cows and calves which increased by 
39% from last month, to average $3,730/head. The significant price increase was 
attributed to the lower supply and quality of the PTIC listings through January.
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