
American Gene Technologies (AGT) is developing and commercial-
izing genetic medicines targeting major diseases, including HIV/
AIDS, phenylketonuria, and hepatocellular carcinoma (liver cancer, 
or HCC). AGT’s drugs will treat symptomatic disease with the intent 
to provide durable cures that extend the length and improve the 
quality of patients’ lives.

Bascom Ventures (for the University of Wisconsin community) 
sourced Alumni Ventures’ investment a $15 million Series D.  
We were impressed by the company’s well-established assets and 
research, unique IP, and the significant potential impact of single 
treatment cures for severe diseases. AGT demonstrates our ability 
to identify and secure investments in high-potential healthtech 
opportunities.
 

ABOUT AMERICAN GENE TECHNOLOGIES

AGT is a biopharmaceutical 
company developing genetic  
medicines that meet unmet medical 
needs in inherited or acquired 
diseases through the application  
of viral vector technology.

The company is focused on achieving permanent 
cures that provide long-term value for patients, 
society, investors, and donors by developing and 
testing cutting-edge gene therapies to cure some of 
humanity’s worst diseases.
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American Gene Technologies
Addressing the world’s endemic diseases with genetic medicines
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FOUNDER 
INSPIRATION

Founder and CEO Jeff 
Galvin earned his BA in 
Economics from Harvard 
in 1981. He has more than 
30 years of business and 
entrepreneurial experience, 
including founder or executive positions at a variety of 
Silicon Valley startups. Several of his companies were 
taken public and/or sold to public companies, including 
one in the medical-technology arena that was sold to 
Varian, the leading maker of linear accelerators used in 
cancer therapy. Following his startup experience, Jeff 
retired to become an angel investor in real estate and 
high tech. He came out of retirement in 2006 to found 
and fund AGT after meeting the late Roscoe Brady, 
who introduced Galvin to tools called “viral vectors” 
that enable molecular biologists to deliver genetic ma-
terial into cells. Brady spent more than 50 years at the 
National Institute of Health conducting pioneering re-
search on hereditary diseases.

Unless otherwise indicated, the information contained herein was provided by the 
portfolio company and Alumni Ventures is not responsible for errors made in the 
presentation or analysis of data pertaining to the portfolio company. All forward-
looking statements involve assumptions, uncertainties, and risks, and actual results 
could differ materially. Additionally, the funding amounts and subsequent rounds of 
the portfolio company are not indicative of Alumni Ventures’ investment performance.

https://www.av.vc/funds/bascom
https://www.crunchbase.com/funding_round/american-gene-technologies-international-series-d--502a7360
https://www.avgfunds.com
mailto:info%40av.vc?subject=


Enterprise clients turn to American Gene  
Technologies for:

• Extensive catalog of patented treatments for 
diseases

• Revolutionary treatment for HIV

• Proven expertise in the fields of medicine and  
gene therapy

• Rapid development of drugs to treat inherited 
diseases

• An industry leader in genetic design and  
development

Specifically, AGT’s HIV cure has shown promise in 
creating a powerful drug that may bring relief to one 
of society’s most elusive epidemics and prove the 
efficiency and effectiveness of AGT’s platform tech-
nologies to cure dozens of diseases ranging from 
viruses to cancers. In December 2021, AGT announced 
that clinical trials indicate its HIV cure should be able 
to create an effective immune response against HIV in 
the absence of antiretroviral treatment.

A Pioneer of New Disease Treatments

American Gene Technologies has raised over $40 
million to date based on the strength of its intellec-
tual property portfolio, the broad market potential of 
its primary product, and its team’s understanding of 
disease treatments. Here are aspects of the deal that 
our team found compelling:

• Unique IP and Tech: With an estimated value in 
the billions, AGT’s technology can be applied to 

a broader set of diseases more efficiently and 
effectively. The company has 23 patent families 
in various stages with six granted patents. AGT 
is working with researchers and experts from top 
institutions who have the necessary resources to 
leverage AGT’s technology.

• Flagship Products: The company is developing 
single treatment cures that can eliminate a lifetime 
of chronic care symptom management and treat-
ments. Their solutions offer targeted and locally 
administered therapies that do not cause systemic 
toxicities, such as chemotherapy. AGT is building a 
drug-delivery platform to develop a variety of thera-
peutics and cures for various diseases.

• An Established Organization: AGT has developed 
significant assets accrued over a decade of devel-
opment. Ten years of lentiviral vector experience 
and platform development position the company 
head and shoulders above its nearest competitors.

Co-Investors

Bascom Ventures sponsored Alumni Ventures’ 
participation in AGT’s $15 million Series D. Bascom 
co-invested alongside established, institutional inves-
tors with deep confidence in AGT, including Swirnow 
Capital and Thompson Holdings. In 2019, the company 
signed a Research Collaboration Agreement with the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
(part of the NIH).

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURE INFORMATION
The manager of the AV Funds is Alumni Ventures (AV), a venture capital firm. AV and the funds are not affiliated with or endorsed by any college or university. These materials are provided 
for informational purposes only. Offers of securities are made only to accredited investors pursuant to each fund’s offering documents, which describe among other things the risks and fees 
associated with the Fund that should be considered before investing. The funds are long-term investments that involve a substantial risk of loss, including the loss of all capital invested. Past 
performance is not indicative of future results. Opportunities to invest in any security (of a Fund, of AV or in a syndication offering) is not a guarantee that you will be able to invest and are 
subject to all terms of the specific offering. 

All private placements of securities and other broker dealer activities are currently offered through a partnership with Independent Brokerage Solutions LLC MEMBER: FINRA / SIPC 
(“IndieBrokers”), which is located at 485 Madison Avenue 15th Floor New York, NY 10022. (212) 751-4424. AV and its affiliates are independent and unaffiliated with IndieBrokers. Any 
securities transactions or related activities offered by AV associated persons are conducted in their capacities as registered representatives of IndieBrokers. To check the background of 
IndieBrokers and its representatives, visit FINRA’s BrokerCheck, where you can also find see our Form CRS.

AV offers smart, simple venture investing to accredited investors. Specifically, AV provides a path for individuals to own an actively managed diversified venture portfolio with a single 
investment co-investing alongside experienced VC firms. Traditionally, with limited investment capital and contacts, individual investors have had limited access to desirable deals alongside 
experienced VC firms, and even if they could access one or more such deals, it would take an inordinate amount of time, money and negotiation to build a diversified portfolio. With AV Funds, 
investors can choose from a number of funds to make a single investment to gain exposure to a diversified portfolio of investments selected by an experienced manager. AV Funds’ simple 
fee mechanism permits investors to avoid constant capital calls throughout the life of the fund as found in other private investment vehicles.
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Co-investors and investments listed are for illustration purposes only. These co-investors 
are some that AV has historically co-invested with and is not a predictor of future co-inves-
tors for any given portfolio company. There is no guarantee of who will be the co-investors. 
These investments are not intended to suggest any level of investment returns; not neces-
sarily indicative of investments invested by any one fund or investor. Many returns in invest-
ments result in the loss of capital invested. These investments are not available to future 
fund investors except potentially in certain follow-on investment options.

https://biobuzz.io/american-gene-technologies-hiv-clinical-trial-demonstrates-blood-markers-of-efficacy/
https://www.americangene.com/press-releases/agt-moves-for-hiv-and-cancer-national-campus/
https://www.americangene.com/press-releases/agt-moves-for-hiv-and-cancer-national-campus/
https://www.crunchbase.com/funding_round/american-gene-technologies-international-series-d--502a7360
https://www.americangene.com/press-releases/agt-signs-agreement-aids-cure-strategy/
https://www.finra.org/#/
https://www.sipc.org/
https://brokercheck.finra.org/
https://files.brokercheck.finra.org/crs_153563.pdf

