
 

 

 

 

Preventing Dryer Fires 

Consumer Reports shares four easy steps to reduce the risk of 

dryer fires 

According to data compiled by the National Fire Protection Association, 

US municipal fire departments respond to almost 14,000 home fires 

involving clothes washers and dyers each year. Between 2010-2014, 

washer/dryer fires caused $238 million in property damage, 440 civilian 

injuries and 13 civilian deaths. 

 

Failure to properly clean and maintain washers and dryers is the most 

common contributing factor to fires involving washers and dyers. The    

experts at Consumer Report are recommending homeowners follow these easy steps to prevent dryer 

fires. 

 

1. Do not use your dryer without a lint filter, and ensure the filter is clean before each use. 

2. Use Rigid or flexible metal vent pipes to sustain proper air flow and prevent lint accumulation 

3. Inspect and clean dyer ducts at least annually 

4. Use caution when washing clothes stained with flammable chemicals or substances 

 

For more information, read the full article by Consumer Reports or visit the NFPA’s portal about washer 

and dryer safety. 
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This material is intended to be a broad overview of the subject matter and is provided for informational purposes only.  Old Republic Contractors Insurance Group, Inc. does not endorse 

or recommend any products or services nor does it make any representation or warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness of the information.  Old Republic Contractors Insurance 

Group, Inc. shall have no liability or responsibility to any person or entity with respect to any loss, action or inaction alleged to be caused directly or indirectly as a result of the information 

contained herein. 

https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics-and-reports/Fact-sheets/DryerFactSheet.pdf
https://www.consumerreports.org/clothes-dryer/how-to-prevent-dryer-fires/?EXTKEY=NA04NHC4&utm_source=acxiom&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20200429_nsltr_home
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Staying-safe/Safety-in-living-and-entertainment-spaces/Home-fires-TEST/Dryers-and-washing-machines



