
Loss Lessons
FROM the EXPERIENCE of  OTHERS

Initial Estimated Cost of the Loss:

Type of Business:	 Line of Insurance Coverage:

Incident Type:

Description of the Incident:

Recommendations for Best Practices to prevent future, similar losses:

Regulatory Safety References: 


	Initial Estimated Cost of the Loss: $200,000
	Type of Business: HVAC Contractor
	Line of Insurance Coverage: General Liability 
	Incident Type: Fire 
	description of incident: A crew of two employees were working on the second floor of an older home.  One employee was soldering copper piping within the flooring, while the second employee was working in the area. Work was being completed 4 inches from a 2x10 floor joist and 6 inches above the first floor ceiling insulation.  Hot material dripped onto the insulation, which caught fire and spread rapidly.  The employee was unsuccessful in pulling up the initial piece of insulation and the fire quickly spread to the other batts of insulation and the wood framing.  He proceeded to pour pop on it in an effort to put out the fire, while the second employee ran to the truck for the fire extinguisher.  Both employees had to evacuate the home and call in the fire department to contain the fire.  Building was a total loss.
	recommendation best practices: Develop and implement a hot work program that includes assessing the area for potential fire hazards and having functional fire extinguishers present and immediately available for use.
If relocation of combustibles is impractical, combustibles should be shielded by a non-combustible barrier or protected by a UL listed welding curtain, blanket, pad or equivalent

	regulatory safety references: 29 CFR 1910.252 OSHA Standard for Welding, Cutting, and Brazing
NFPA Standard 51B for Fire Prevention in Use of Cutting and Welding Processes



